
 

 

Opening Word 

Saro Nakashian, General Director, PEFE 

May is a time when thousands of students graduate from Palestinian universities and start their professional journey, and 

this is when supporting these graduates is most essential; intense training programs, workshops and job commitments 

were high on PEFE’s agenda for this quarter. Eleven training programs were conducted during this period and over 290 

graduates are now ready to join the labor market and start their professional careers. 

In addition, PEFE celebrated the graduation of 120 students from the youth entrepreneurship program supported by Intel 

and MEPI in April was another attempt to bring out innovative ideas to transcend all obstacles for a brighter future for the 

Palestinian youth.  

A unique example would be Aziz Al Hathaleen, a young entrepreneur from Om Al-Khair- a Bedouin area near Hebron; 

Aziz joined the entrepreneurship program in February and he has shown great discipline and determination since then. 

Travelling from his distant home to Ramallah, lacking basic needs and suffering from isolation did not stand in his way to 

pursue his dream and take the training to prepare a business plan to implement his idea of having a farm that serves the 

needs of his community. 

Aziz is one of the many potential entrepreneurs who thrive for success for a better future for him and his community 

paving the road and being a role model for other youth who have lost all hope.  

To follow up on more success stories of PEFE’s youth entrepreneurship program in the link that highlights them in a 

movie here. 

 

A Glimpse on Events

“Innovations against Poverty” 

The Swedish International Cooperation Development Agency (SIDA) in cooperation with PEFE launched the 

“Innovations against Poverty” IAP program in Ramallah on the 26
th
 of March, 2013; IAP is a challenge fund that supports 

entrepreneurs and businesses with new ideas and projects that involve marginalized people. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-cJdLnoQ4U


 

 

Intel Supported Graduation 

PEFE celebrated the graduation of  120 students from the Intel Learn 

Program for Technology and Entrepreneurship, funded by Intel® and 

MEPI on the 31
st
 of March, 2103. 

This program represents a focal point that introduces university 

graduates to the Youth Entrepreneurship Program “Bader and Build you 

Nation”, where students learn to develop solid business plans that reflect 

their entrepreneurial ideas. The program was implemented in five 

universities including Birzeit, An- Najah, Arab American University, 

Polytechnic, and Al- Ahliyeh Palestine University. 

 

Bader Graduation: Turning Ideas into Reality 

 

On the 20
th
 of April, 2013; 100 students graduated from the youth entrepreneurship program supported by MEPI and done 

in cooperation between Palestine Education for Employment PEFE and Rawabi Foundation aiming to turn ideas into 

reality. 

This program comes as a part of the strategic partnership between PEFE and Rawabi which intended to give students 

training to develop their ideas and turn them into business plans, with the possibility of receiving a fund from Rawabi to 

implement successful projects. 

 

Alumni Event: “Leadership and Positive Thinking in Civic Engagement” 



 

PEFE conducted an alumni event for the graduates of several programs for job placement and entrepreneurship; aiming 

for alumni support and the encouragement of civic engagement. 

Over 120 students from different geographical areas participated in the event that took place in Jericho on the 27
th
 of 

April, 2013. This is one of the quarterly held alumni events that bring students together to participate in a non- traditional 

and engaging training; it also allows them to network and form new groups that can come up with initiatives to serve their 

communities. 

 

Career Day 

Funded by the Welfare Association, PEFE organized a career day in 

Ramallah that brought together over sixty Palestinian companies and 

200 PEFE graduates that were trained on Workplace Success that 

gives them the skills to find and retain a job; many have found their 

opportunity during the career day and many others gained more 

confidence for future job interviews. 

 

 

 

 

Other Activities: PEFE participating in universities’ career days 

PEFE has participated in 3 career days at local universities; the Polytechnic University, Birzeit University, and the Arab 

American University. These events resulted in meeting many students from different specializations that were interested 

in joining PEFE’s programs. 

MoU with Universities in Gaza and the West Bank  

PEFE signed 2 agreements with Al-Azhar and The 

Islamic Universities in Gaza, in cooperation with 

Palestine Information Technology Association PITA.  



The program aims to train students on workplace success skills, business English and a technical training that depends on 

the students’ field of study. 

Another agreement was signed at “Palestine Technical University- Kadoori” in Tulkarem, represented by its president Dr. 

Marwan Awartani and from PEFE, Dr. Sabri Saidam, Board member. 

The agreement aims at conducting joint training for graduates and current students on how to find a job and keep it, In 

addition, to build the capacity of the career center at the university. 

 

“Youth Unemployment in Jerusalem” Symposium 

PEFE, Ougarit, and PADICO Holding organized a symposium 

in Jerusalem focusing on “Youth Unemployment in 

Jerusalem”; many companies from the private sector attended 

the event, with a number of panel speakers including Mr. 

Mazin Sinokrot, PEFE’s Chairman, and Dr. Sabri Saidam, 

PEFE board member, Mr. Samir Huleileh, CEO of PADICO 

Holding, Mr. Munir Kleibo, Country Representative of ILO, 

and Ms. Amal Al Masri, CEO of Ougarit. 

The speakers discussed the challenges in combating 

unemployment in Jerusalem, and they came up with 

recommendations to ensure a better future for Jerusalem and its youth. 

 

 

 

Drosos Board Visits Palestine 

Drosos board of directors represented by its chairman Dr. Stefan Kraft 

and the executive team visited Palestine in May, and had meetings with 

PEFE’s board of directors represented by its chairman Mr. Mazin 

Sinokrot, EFE Global’s executive leadership represented by Mr. Jamie 

Mcauliffe, and PEFE’s staff. 

During their stay, they attended a training session as PEFE’s students were making their marketing presentations; 

afterwards they had a round table discussion with several students regarding employment challenges, training courses and 

future opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Success Story 

Lutfi Hawash 

23 years  

Lutfi graduated from Al Quds University in 2011 with a B.A. in social science, 

and until April 2013 he hadn’t stopped looking for a job, he said he didn’t 

mind doing any work to feel worthy and secure an income; so he worked in 

construction with his father who was supporting a family of 8 members. 

He used to wake up at dawn to go to work, and do a very hard and hectic job; 

and although this was a tough period in his life, it motivated him to aspire for a 

very good job.  

 

“I was constantly applying for jobs and sending my CV to every organization I 

know of but without any results. I felt that all the effort I made through the 

years until my graduation was gone and I was unable to make my parents 

proud as they expect their eldest son to be”. 

 

Lutfi joined the Workplace success training with PEFE in May 2013, and he started his job At “Rantis Youth 

Club” on the 1st of July 2013.  

 

“The training has changed me a lot, I became an initiator which has affected my work a lot with my colleagues 

and my supervisors; also, my communication skills had a great impact on the quality of work I do”.

 

 

 

 

 

  


